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Dear Families,
Do you remember your first glimpse of an elephant or a tiny seahorse?
During the next few weeks we will be thinking, reading, and talking about
many different animals. The variety and diversity of animals in our world is
amazing! Animals come in many sizes, colors, and shapes. Each has unique
characteristics and can be found in its own special habitat. We will organize
our study around the places a young child would see these animals—zoo,
farm, ocean and circus.

Week 1: Zoo Animals • Week 2: Farm Animals
Week 3: Ocean Animals • Week 4: Circus Animals

GREETING CIRCLE

During Greeting Circle, children interact and make connections with their classmates. They are actively involved as
they sing, learn rhymes and poems, practice new vocabulary, and move. During this theme, we will try out some
animal moves! Children will stand like giraffes with their heads in the sky, gallop like horses, swim like tiny fish in the
sea, and perform like dancing dogs. As children try out these movements in a group, they learn to maintain control of
their own bodies. They learn to move safely and to touch others gently. They develop better balance and coordination.

LITERACY

MATH

Week 1: Zoo Animals
Word of the Week:
Focus Letters:
Read-Aloud Time:

During Math we will learn
about the important number
zero. It is vital that children
have a clear understanding
that zero stands for
nothing—an empty set. We
will identify sets with zero
members, practice writing
the numeral zero, walk on a
number line, and sing songs and recite rhymes that
count backwards leaving an empty set or zero. Take
time to notice empty sets in your child’s everyday
experiences.

habitat
E, e, T, t, Z, z, L, l, M, m
Zoo Day
Who’s Who at the Zoo?

Week 2: Farm Animals
Word of the Week:
Focus Letters:
Read-Aloud Time:

onomatopoeia
H, h, C, c, D, d, G, g, P, p
Grandpa’s Farm
Little Red Hen

Week 3: Ocean Animals
Word of the Week:
Focus Letters:
Read-Aloud Time:

H Point out when the box of crackers is empty

underwater
W, w, F, f, D, d, C, c, S, s
In the Deep Blue Sea
Five Dancing Dolphins

and say, “The box is empty. There are zero
crackers in it.”
H Count down as family members leave the house.

For example, say: “There are four in our family
and we are all in the house. Dad goes to work.
There are three in the house. Peyton goes to
school. There are two in the house. Patrick goes
to Grandma’s. There is one in the house. Mom
goes to the store. There are zero in the house.”

Week 4: Circus Animals
Word of the Week:
Focus Letters:
Read-Aloud Time:
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big top
T, t, S, s, E, e, B, b, D, d
The Circus
Circus Fun
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Threes Family Connections

ANIMALS
Parents
Are
Teachers
Too

THEME 9: PATT Mat
LITERACY

MATH

Some words mimic the sound of an animal or an

Model simple subtraction problems for your child

object. These special words are called onomatopoeia
words. Find and use onomatopoeia words
throughout your day: buzz, chirp, meow, purr,
woof, quack, beep, pop, tick-tock, zoom.

throughout the day:

• Look. There are four cupcakes on the plate. If I

give one to you and one to Tom, there are two
cupcakes left.

• I see three hats on the rack. If Daddy puts on one,

Sing a song with animal sounds,
Peep
such as Old MacDonald had a
Farm. Then change the habitat
from farm to zoo, ocean, or circus and
create new verses and animal sounds.

there will be two left.

• Brutus has two bones in his dish. If he
eats two, there will be zero left.

CALMING STRATEGY

OUTDOORS

Invite your child to inhale and exhale while

Create your own category of animals based on a

pretending to be different animals. Have your child
take in a deep breath and then release it:

• with a big roar (lion)
• with a series of fast clucks

familiar location, such as animals in the backyard, at
the park, or at the pet store. Take a notebook and a
digital camera and document the animals you see
at that location. With your child, think about what
you already know about the animals and what you
want to know about
the animals. Then try to
answer your questions.
Record your work in the
notebook and add a
few photos.

baaaa

(chicken)

• with a long “baaaaaa”
(sheep)

• with a shaking, blowing
whinny (pony)

STEAM CONNECTION

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math)

Place a strip of wide masking tape on the floor. Invite your child to practice walking
along the tape or to balance a beanbag on a hand, a foot, or head. Combine
balancing on the tape and balancing an object by walking the tape with a beanbag
on each hand. Invite your child to perform several balancing skills pretending to be
a circus performer. Ask: Which balancing act is the most difficult? What could you
do to improve your balance?
Safety Note: Be sure to monitor all balancing attempts to ensure your child’s safety.
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Family Connection
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LET’S READ ABOUT THE ZOO

FOOD FROM FARMS

As you are shopping
with your child in the
grocery store, point
out farm produce and
dairy items. Comment
that these foods come
from farms. Remind
children that hens lay
eggs and dairy cows
produce milk.

We are studying zoo animals
this week. Please read books
about animals in a zoo with
your child. If your child has
a favorite book and would
like to share it with friends,
send it to school or, better
yet, join us as a guest
reader and read it to
the class.
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SOAP PAINTING

Create some homemade Soap Paint following this
simple recipe. Invite your child to practice writing
numerals in the bathtub using the paint.

Family Connection

CIRCUS FUN

Have you ever been to the circus?
Have you read a book about a
circus? Have you watched
a circus on television
or in a movie? Share
your favorite circus
experiences with your
child. Talk about the
circus acts that
you like best.

Soap Paint

Microwave a bar of Ivory soap in a
microwave safe dish for 90 seconds.
Check to see if it is a foamy consistency.
If not, microwave again for another 30
seconds. Add a tablespoon of water and
a few drops of food coloring and stir well.
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