
Week 1: Crawling Critters 
Word of the Week: entomologist 
Focus Letters:  A, a, S, s, C, c, B, b 
Read-Aloud Time: Backyard Bugs 
 Critter Camouflage

Week 2: Flying Critters 
Word of the Week: metamorphosis 
Focus Letters: F, f, B, b, M, m, D, d, L, l 
Read-Aloud Time:  Monarchs 
 Little Bee’s Journey

Week 3: Hopping Critters 
Word of the Week: serenade 
Focus Letters: G, g, C, c, F, f, S, s 
Read-Aloud Time:  Grasshopper Gus 
 Ant and the Grasshopper 

Week 4: Scaly & Slithering Critters 
Word of the Week: slither 
Focus Letters:  S, s, C, c, I, i, L, l, W, w 
Read-Aloud Time:  The Lizards in the Window 
 Sara Sidney’s Special Day 
 Kate the Chameleon

THEME 
8

Dear Families,
Young children are fascinated by little critters—bugs, insects, small  
amphibians, and reptiles. They are curious about how they move, how they 
look, and what they eat. Our theme for the next few weeks will focus on 
these amazing critters. Be aware of the amazing critters around your home, 
on your trip to school each day, and outdoors when you explore with your 
child.  Check out the way the critters move and compare their appearances. 
Watch them respectfully without harming them and remember to observe 
the critters from a safe distance.

During our daily math lessons, we will focus 
on numeration. Numeration is discovering and 
understanding the “manyness” of numbers. During 
this theme, your child will develop an understanding 
of “how many” (quantity) for the numbers one 
through five. For 
example, your 
child will learn that 
the numeral 5 is 
represented by five 
objects. 

We will also explore number 
families. Number families are the different set 
combinations that can be made to represent one 
number. For example, the number five can be 
represented by a set combination of two and three. 
Another number family for five is a set combination 
of four and one. 

Your child will practice recognizing that a set 
remains the same no matter how the objects in it are 
arranged. For example, a set of four standing children 
is still a set of four children even if two of those 
children sit down. 

AMAZING CRITTERS

GREETING CIRCLE
Every day as we gather as a school family, we sing a song 
or learn a poem that reinforces new vocabulary and 
concepts. Many of the songs are popular children’s nursery 
rhymes and songs that you probably sang as a child. 
Others are new verses written specifically for our theme 
and sung to familiar tunes. Here is one of our favorites:

Itsy Bitsy Spider 
The itsy bitsy spider climbed up the waterspout. 
Down came the rain and washed the spider out. 
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain. 
And the itsy bitsy spider climbed up the spout again!

LITERACY MATH

Week 1: Crawling Critters  •  Week 2: Flying Critters 
Week 3: Hopping Critters  •  Week 4: Scaly & Slithering Critters
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Encourage your child to learn more about a favorite critter. Choose a critter.  
Then over the next few weeks:

 • Draw or create a model of the critter.  
 • Read books or online resources to learn about what the critter eats, how it 
  moves, and what its home is like.  
 • Compare the size of the critter to a familiar object (block, wooden bead, coin). 
 • Create a journal with labeled drawings of the critter.

STEAM CONNECTION   (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math)

LITERACY 
Retelling a story is an important literacy skill. After 
you read a story several times, invite your child to 
retell the story. Retelling with a book in hand as the 

pages are turned is one way emerging 
readers “read” the book. They use 

the illustrations as cues and recall 
important elements of the story as 
they tell each page. Take the time 

to listen as your child tells a story 
using this retelling strategy.

MATH
As you move throughout your day, notice  
small groups of objects and match the objects 
with corresponding numerals. For example, during 
breakfast, place three cups on the table. 
Count the cups with your child to 
confirm that there are three cups. Write 
a numeral 3 on a sticky note and place it 
beside the cups. Move the cups around 
and ask: Are there still three cups? Repeat 
with groups of two, four, or five objects.

Join your child in a spider 
crawl up the “waterspout.” 
Inhale as you move 
your hands and feet as 
if climbing a ladder and 
exhale as you squat down 
(fall) off the spout. Repeat 
this calming strategy 
several times. On another 
day, fly together like butterflies. Gracefully raise  
your arms when you inhale and lower your arms as 
you exhale.

OUTDOORS
Become explorers by seeing how many crawling, 
climbing, !ying, and slithering critters you can "nd. 
Begin by searching for just two di#erent kinds of 
critters. Create a simple chart. Label the columns: 
crawling and !ying. Carry a small clipboard and a 
pencil. Each time you spot a 
little critter, decide whether it 
"ts in either column and, if it 
does, make a tally mark in the 
correct column. On di#erent 
days, search for di#erent types 
of critters.

AMAZING CRITTERS
Parents 
Are 
Teachers 
Too

THEME 8: PATT Mat

CRITTERS
crawling flying

3

CALMING STRATEGY
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Create a “critter study circle” for studying some 
bugs. Place a Hula Hoop (or a piece of rope 
formed in a circle) in a grassy area. Encourage 
your child to search for bugs inside 
this circle. You may want to 
draw or photograph the bugs 
as a record of what you find. 
Remember to look at the 
bugs but not touch them or 
harm them in any way.

Help your child choose four small objects to 
display in a collection of four. Place the objects in 
a resealable plastic bag 
and send them to school. 
We will be displaying, 
observing, and counting 
the collections during the 
week.

As we begin using numerals to represent the 
number of objects in a small set, encourage your 
child to notice numerals all around. You might see 
numerals on license plates, mailboxes, packages, 
clocks, kitchen appliances, televisions and 
computers, calendars, cereal boxes, and clothing.

Help your child match one pebble in the bag 
they brought home from school to each family 
member. Toss away any extra pebbles. Return the 
bag to school tomorrow 
with one pebble for each 
member of your family. 
Children will be telling 
a partner at school how 
many family members 
they have.
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Family Connection

Family Connection Family Connection

Family Connection

NUMERALS ALL AROUND SET OF FOUR

CRITTER STUDY CIRCLEHOW MANY FAMILY MEMBERS?
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